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            The Mississippi Freedom Struggle


The Mississippi Civil Rights Movement represents a heroic chapter in the centuries-long African American freedom struggle. 


See The Gallery


Mississippi in Black and White


Black Mississippians emerged from slavery with their first hopeful glimpses of freedom.


See The Gallery



      



  






















  




  






  
    
      






            This Little Light of Mine


This central gallery is the heart of the museum, a soaring space filled with natural light from large windows.


See The Gallery


A Closed Society


Black citizens served in global conflicts, but began questioning why—what were they fighting for?


See The Gallery



      



  






















  




  






  
    
      






            A Tremor in the Iceberg


Young activists organized in Mississippi with the aid of people from all over the nation.


See The Gallery


I Question America


Freedom was the rallying cry of Black Mississippians in 1964 as demands for equal treatment intensified.


See The Gallery



      



  






















  




  






  
    
      






            Black Empowerment


A decade that began with Freedom Riders and sit-ins would end with Black leaders running Head Start programs and taking seats in the Mississippi state legislature.


See The Gallery


Where Do We Go From Here?


Visitors of all ages are asked to reflect on their journey through the museum and share their thoughts.


See The Gallery
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This Little Light of Mine


Gallery #3

This central gallery is the heart of the museum, a soaring space filled with natural light from large windows.


Learn More
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I Question America:

1963–1964


Gallery #6

Freedom Days! Freedom Democrats! Freedom Schools! Freedom Summer! Freedom danced on the lips of every Black Mississippian by 1964.


Learn More
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Where Do We Go From Here?


Gallery #8

In this final gallery of the Mississippi Civil Rights Museum, visitors of all ages are asked reflect on their journey.


Learn More
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A Tremor In the Iceberg:

1959–1963


Gallery #5

In the 1960s, a new generation of activists rose to breathe fresh urgency into the Civil Rights Movement.


Learn More





                                    	                	

                                            

      

        
      
      Previous
    
    
      
      Next
    
  





    

  
          










  





  





      

    

  


  
    
    
  

  
        
            
        





  
    






  
    
      








  
    




  





  
  
    





  
    
      






  
    
      









  





    

  




















  
  
    
                        
          






  
    
      






            MISSISSIPPI CIVIL RIGHTS MUSEUM

222 NORTH STREET

JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI


HOURS 
TUESDAY–SATURDAY  9AM–5PM
SUNDAY 11AM–5PM



      



  





        

                              
          
        

                              
          
        

                                                                                                                                                              
  





























  
  
    
                        
          






  
      Explore the Galleries

    
      






            Explore the movement that changed the nation. Discover stories of Mississippians like Medgar Evers, Fannie Lou Hamer, and Vernon Dahmer, as well as those who traveled many miles to stand beside them, come what may, in the name of equal rights for all.


	Mississippi’s Freedom Struggle
	Mississippi in Black & White
	This Little Light of Mine
	A Closed Society
	A Tremor in the Iceberg
	I Question America
	Black Empowerment
	Where Do We Go From Here?
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            Points of Light


The Civil Rights Movement in Mississippi is full of ordinary men and women who refused to sit silently while their brothers and sisters were denied their basic freedoms. A number of these heroes are featured throughout the museum as Points of Light, shining exemplars of dignity, strength, and perseverance in the face of oppression.
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Julius Rosenwald


When the state refused to adequately fund Black education, the Julius Rosenwald Fund stepped in to offer grants for community-built schools for Black children. The fund stemmed from a collaboration between Tuskegee Institute founder Booker T. Washington and Julius Rosenwald. The fund provided a third of the cost to be matched by state and local sources. Parents donated labor and materials to build schools and helped with maintenance. After 1890, nearly all public funds spent on Black education in Mississippi were spent to match Rosenwald grants. When the Great Depression ended the program in the 1930s, Mississippi ranked second in the country with 632 Rosenwald schools. 
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Eudora Welty


Immediately upon learning of the assassination of Medgar Evers, Eudora Welty responded with a powerful story—its title asked, “Where Is the Voice Coming From?” The Jackson native had worked as a WPA junior publicity agent during the Depression, and while traveling for the WPA, she photographed people in her home state. Her fiction captured the culture, including the racial climate, of Natchez, the Delta, and other Mississippi locales. In her story, “The Demonstrators,” she described the murders of two Black people in a Delta town, noting what little impact the deaths had on White people. In “Where Is the Voice Coming From,” Welty wrote from the perspective of the killer (then unknown).














    

  
          










  





        

                                                                                                                                                                                              
  





























  
  
    
                        
          






  
      Explore Mississippi

    
      






            Many of the homes, colleges, and historic sites discussed in this gallery still exist today. Journey beyond the museum walls and explore the places where history happened.



      



  





        

                              
          






  
    
      










  
    
      
      
      




    









Fannie Lou Hamer Institute @ COFO


[image: COFO Trail Marker]A human and civil rights interdisciplinary education center at Jackson State University


1017 John R. Lynch Street

Jackson, Mississippi


Visit Website











    









Tougaloo College


[image: Tougaloo College]Became a primary center of activity of the Civil Rights Movement in Mississippi


500 West County Line Road

Tougaloo, Mississippi 


Visit Website
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            222 North St #2205

Jackson, MS 39201

601-576-6800


Contact
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